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contention. Yea, nitlior, we welcome controversy.

A college magazine, according to our conception of

the term, is a publication conducted by and with the

support of the student body. Faculty supervision is,

of course, necessary and desirable but it should be ol'

such a nature as not to cramp or stultify student

initiative. The faculty advisor occupies the role o;!

censor. His sole function is to prevent the youni.*'

journalists from falling into the excesses so common
to youth. In other words, his position is supervisory.

The point we are trying to make is this : a student pub-

lication should be conducted BY THE STUDENT
BODY, otherwise it fails in one of its primary pur-

poses: namely, the encouragement of self-expression in

the undergraduate. When a college magazine ceases to

be the official student organ, it forfeits its right to

existence. When it fails to reflect the ideals and

aspirations of a loyal undergraduate body, then it is

high time to consign it to the limbo of useless things.

We proceed to our second point : the student publi-

cation should be SUPPORTED BY THE STUDENT
BODY. We use the word "support" to signify finan-

cial support. The advertising columns constitute an

important item in a paper's revenue. Alumni sub-

scriptions shoulder part of the burden. An occasional

donation from a generous friend helps the publication

to struggle along the thorny financial road. But the

magazine looks to the student body for its chief means
of support. Student subscriptions furnish the sinews

of Avar upon which the magazine depends for its exist-

ence. If the student body fails to subscribe we might

just as well take our magazine, tie a millstone about

its neck and boot it off the dock. 'Twould simplify

matters all around.

Now that our premises have been laid down let us

proceed to the case at hand. The chips are about to

fly. Our experiences as editor have made us much
wiser and sadder. We have learned, to our sorrow,

that the enthusiasm and untiring efforts of a handful

of earnest students is not enough to carry on the work.

The task of turning out a publication worthy of a

great educational institution is no small one. It is

unfair to allow the burden to rest on the backs of a

few willing workers who, in addition, are carrying

heavy class schedules. And it is both contemptible

and traitorous to belittle the efforts of these men.

There are—there must be, in Villanova today any
number of men who have the ability to think and to

express their thoughts clearly. We appeal now to

these men as loyal sons of Villanova to rally round
and help us make our magazine worthy of the institu-

tion that it represents. We are firm believers in the

old adage: "Many hands make light work."

Pcrhai)s some of our brethren have the idea that

the Villanovan is the brainchild of a little clique of

intellectuals. Well, we've never classified ourselves

among the intellectuals but we've been called worse

things. However, we will try to explode that libeb

lous idea. To the best of our knowledge there is not

an intellectual man on the staff. We would not stand

for any such thing. Should we happen to run across

such an individual he shall be cast into exterior diu'k-

ness forthwith. The staff, as we size it up, consists of

a few plain, plug students, who are willing to sacrifice

their time and energy in waging a losing fight. AVo

wouldn't have any other kind around us and we are

on the lookout for more. [S.-.''-'./'
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A word to our critics. We welcome criticism. We
thrive upon it,—that is, criticism of the right sort, an.d

by that we mean constructive criticism. AVe don't

mind being told our mistakes if the same kind party

will tell us how to correct them. As for the other

sort, keep it. It is of no particular use to us. Jt

always reminds us of an ill-tempered dog snapping^

at our heels. ^ :„. .•:;,
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As regards student subscriptions. Villanova has ex-

perienced a period of phenomenal development during-

the last fcAv years. Every department has expanded

to a proportion undreamed of and with this expansion

the size of the student body has kept pace. At

present the student body numbers about 616. Now
listen closely: Out of a student body of 616 we have

exactly 75 subscribers!!! Nothing more need be said.

Those figures speak volumes but they tell a story that

should make the vast majority of A''illanova students

hang their heads in shame. Twelve per cent, of our

students have loyalty enough and generosity enough

to subscribe to their own college magazine! Eighty

eighty per cent, of the Villanova men think so littli;

of their magazine or so much of two dollars that they

deny support to a cause to which the}' should be proud

to lend themselves. Do they allege that the Villa-

novan is not worth supporting? More shame to them

if they do! But we would advise such gentlemen that

the Villanovan is an amateur publication and Ave are

AAalling to "stack up" against any other publication

that is run on a purely amateur basis. You can buy
the Saturda}^ Evening Post for a nickel and read the

highest salaried Avriters in the country. But the Sat-

urday Evening Post is not YOUR magazine nor is it

devoted to your interests or to the interests of the

things you love. You might just as Avell talk of Avith-

draAving your support from your baseball team be-

cause you can see a better brand of ball played at any
of pur big league parks. It- all amounts to the same
thing. But even granting for the sake of argument,

that the A^illanovan is not Avorth supporting, is the

excuse valid? The mere fact that the A^illanovan

needed help should stimulate student activity instead

of counteracting it. Rats are ahvays the first to desert

a sinking ship.

A fcAv chips have floAvn and have fallen, Ave hope,


